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WHAT YOU THOUGHT WAS LOST

There are losses that cannot be seen from the outside. They are not always visible failures or scandalous falls.
Sometimes they are quieter: the feeling of having failed too many times, of having crossed a line with no way
back, of being far from God without knowing how to return. Many people learn to live with that, convinced
that “it’s already too late™ or that they will have to pay for the rest of their lives for what they have done. This
lesson confronts that idea at its root.

7] The Bible presents salvation not as areward  The human problem is not only that we make mistakes,

for those who did well, but as a way out for but that we are separated from God and have no way to
those who recognize that they cannot fix it close that distance by our own means. That is why the
on their own. gospel does not begin by saying “do more,” but “re-

) \ ceive.”

Here appears a truth that
many find hard to accept:
God has already done
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everything necessary.
This clashes with two very The cross was not an attempt or partial
common ways of thinking today. help: it was a completed work. Jesus did

not leave an unpaid debt for us to cover
with effort, discipline, or good intentions.
Salvation 1s a finished gift, offered by
orace. And like any gift, it only takes effect
when it 1s accepted.

On the one hand, the idea that “if I'm a
good person, that’s enough.” On the
other, the belief that “I don’t deserve to be
foreiven.” Both keep a person far from
grace. The first trusts too much in itself;
the second remains trapped in guilt. The
gospel breaks both extremes: no one is
saved by merit, but no one is excluded
because of their past.

Accepting salvation brings something con-
crete into daily life: peace.

Not a superficial emotion, but the calm of knowing that the
relationship with God has been restored. Life 1s no longer
lived by running away or trying to compensate. It 1s lived
from the security of having been accepted. That peace
changes the way we face failure, fear, and difficult deci-
sions, because the foundation is no longer personal perfor-
mance, but the faithfulness of God.

And there is more. Salvation does not remain
in the past or limit itself to the present.

It opens the future. It introduces a hope that goes beyond
this life and, at the same time, transforms the way we live
today. When the future is secure, the present is no longer
ruled by fear. One can obey, love, and hope without
desperation.

This lesson does not invite you to “try harder,” but to let go of the attempt to save yourself. To stop carrying
what Christ has already carried. What seemed lost 1s not rebuilt with guilt or personal promises, but with
orace received. And that grace not only forgives what was, but has the power to shape what 1s to come.




